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PhilosophyoftheVedas:

TheSanskrittermsforphilosophyare‘darsanas’and‘tattva’,whichmeans‘visionof

truthandreality’.‘Know theself’(Atmanam Viddhi)isthekeynoteofallSchoolsof

IndianPhilosophy.AndthisisthereasonwhymostoftheSchoolsofIndianPhilosophy

are also religious sects.Annihilation ofthe three kinds ofpain – adhyatmika,

adhibhavtikaandadhidvaivika–andrealizationofsupremehappinessistheendand

Sravana,MananaandNididhyasanaarethemeans–inalmostallSchoolsofIndian

Philosophy.

AccordingtotheIndiantraditionthevariousphilosophicalideasthatweredevelopedin
thephilosophicalsystemsoriginatedintheVedas.TheVedasareconsideredasthe
earliestdocument.ThenameVeda(knowledge)standsfortheMantrasandBrahmanas.
Mantrameansahymnaddressedtosomegodorgoddess.Thecollectionsofthe
Mantrasarecalled‘Samhita’.TherearefourSamhitas–Rk,Sama,YajurandAtharva.
ThesearesaidtobecompiledforthesmoothperformanceoftheVedicsacrifices.The
BrahmanasunliketheMantras,arewritteninprose.Theyaretheelaborationofthe
complicatedritualism oftheVedas.Theydealwiththerulesandregulationslaiddown
fortheperformanceoftheritesandthesacrifices.Theirname,‘Brahmana’isderived
from theword‘Brahma’whichoriginallymeansaprayer.Thereislittlephilosophyin
these,thoughsomephilosophicalideasflashhereandthereinthecourseofsome
speculativedigressions.TheappendagestotheseBrahmansarecalled‘Aranyakas’
mainlybecausetheywerecomposedinthecalmnessoftheforests.TheAranyakas
markthetransitionfrom theritualistictothephilosophicthought.Wefindhereamystic
interpretationoftheVedicsacrifices.TheconcludingportionsoftheAranyakasare
calledthe‘Upanishads’.Theseareintenselyphilosophicalandspiritualandmaybe
rightlyregardedasthecream oftheVedicPhilosophy.Thehymnsarethecreationof
thepoets;theBrahmasaretheworkofthepriests,andtheUpanishadsthemeditations
ofthephilosophers.Thereligion natureofthehymns,thereligion oflaw ofthe
BrahmansandthereligionofspiritoftheUpanishads,correspondinaveryclosewayto
thethreegreatdivisionsintheHegelianconceptionofthedevelopmentofreligion.

TheMantrasandtheBrahmanasarecalledtheKarma-Kandaortheportiondealingwith
thesacrificialactions,andtheAranyakasandtheUpanishadsarecalledtheJnana-
Kandaortheportiondealingwithknowledge.SincepeopleincludetheAranyakasinthe
Karma-Kanda.Reallyspeaking,theyrepresentatransitionfrom theKarma-Kandatothe
Jnana-Kanda.TheUpanishadsarealsoknownas‘Vedanta’or‘theendoftheVeda’.
Firstlybecausetheyareliterallytheconcludingportion,theendoftheVedas,and
secondlybecausetheyaretheessential,thecream,theheight,oftheVedicPhilosophy.

IntheVedichymns,wefindreligionandPhilosophymoreorlessintermixed.Butalong
withittheseedsoftheimportantphilosophicaltrendsmightbeeasilytraced.Moreover,



therehasbeenagradualdevelopmentofthephilosophicalthoughtfrom theMantras
andtheBrahmanasthroughtheAranyakastotheUpanishads.Itissaidthatwecan
noticeatransitionfrom theNaturalisticandanthropomorphic‘Polytheism’through
transcendent‘Monotheism’toimmanent‘Monism’inthepre-Upanishadicphilosophy.
Polytheism,Henotheism and Monotheism are the three differentstages in the
evolutionaryhistoryoftheVedicgods.Thepersonifiedforcesofnaturefirstchanged
into realgods and these lateron,became mere forms ofone personaland
transcendentalGod;‘thecustodianofthecosmicandmoralorder’.Theymaintainthe
physicalorderofthecosmosknownasRta.

Thelaw ofwhichVarunaisthecustodianiscalledtheRta.Rtaliterallymeans“the
courseofthing”.Itstandsforlaw ingeneralandtheimmanenceofjustice.This
conceptionmusthavebeenoriginallysuggestedbytheregularityofthemovementof
Sun,Moon,andStars,thealternationsofdayandofnight,andoftheseason,Rta
denotestheorderoftheworld.EverythingthatisorderedintheuniversehasRtaforits
principle.Thetendencytowardsthemysticconceptionofanunchangingrealityshows
itsfirstsignshere.

WhentheearlyVedicAryanswhowereprimitive,settleddownandbegantowonderat
thecharmingandthetemptingandtofeartheterribleandthedestructiveaspectsof
nature,theypersonifiedthem inananthropomorphicfashionandcalledthem godsand
goddess and began to worship them.This was the stage ofnaturalistic and
anthropomorphicpolytheism.InVedicpolytheism naturaloccurrencesareattributedto
supernaturalcauses.Polytheism yieldedplacetomonotheism andthelattertomonism.
Max Mullerintroduces Henotheism as a transitionalstage from polytheism to
monotheism.Henotheism means‘beliefinoneonlyGod’.TheVedicAryansregarded
anygodtheywerepraisingasthemostsupremeandtheonlygod.Accordingto
MacDonnellhenotheism isanappearanceratherthanareality,anappearanceproduced
bytheindefinitenessduetoundevelopedanthropomorphism.Butwhetherwecallit
henotheism ormereexaggerationofthepowersofthedeityinquestion,itisobvious
thatthisstagecanneitherbeproperlycalledpolytheisticnormonotheisticbutone
whichhadatendencytowardsbothofthem.

Nowletusseethestagesofdevelopmentofthoughtfrom polytheism tomonotheism
intheearlypartsoftheVedas.Whenpolytheism leadstomonotheism,themost
powerfulgodamongthehierarchyofgodsisenthronedastherulerofthisuniverse.In
monotheism,VarunaatonetimeandIndraatanothertimeweretreatedasthesupreme.
Thesupremecanonlybeone.Wecannothavetwosupremeandunlimitedbeings.
Everywherethequestionwasaskedwhetheragodwashimselfthecreationofanother.
Acreatorgodisnogodatall.Withthegrowinginsightintotheworkingsoftheworld
andnatureofgodheadthemanygodstendedtomeltintoone.Theperceptionofunity
realizedintheideaofRtawakedinsupportofmonotheism.Trustinnaturallawmeans
faithinoneGod.RgVedadeclaresthatrealityisoneandthatsagescallitbymany
namessuchasAgni,Yama,etc.

ExperimentsontheconceptofGodcontinuedandnow monotheism giveswayto



monism becausetheseerswerenotsatisfiedwithananthropomorphicorpersonalistic
conceptionoftheGodhead.ThistendencytowardstheOneculminatesinmonism.In
monotheism manyGodswerereduced to one God,butin monism thewholeof
existenceisreducedtoonefundamentalreality,whichthewiseregardhim asmany.
TherearemantrasintheVedaswhichalludetomonism eg:‘sat(reality)isone’.To
Israelthesamerevelationcame:“TheLord,thyGod,isone”.Plutarchsays:“Thereis
onesunandoneskyoverallnationsandoneDeityundermanynames.”

ThusthehighestspiritualtruthisexpressedintwoformsinVedichymns-Personal
Theism (Monotheism)andAbsolutism (Monism).Theism heremeansthebeliefina
personaldeitywhereasAbsolutism istheviewthatrecognizesanabsoluteimpersonal
realityasthegroundforallexistence.
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