Unit - 4 :
Political Institutiongand the Functionsdf the state

1. Briefly discuss the major determinants of democracy.

Ans : Basically democracy is simply implies the institutionalisation of freedom ;
People living in a democratic society must serve as the ultimate guardlans of thelr
own freedom. Practically democracy is more than just a set & specific government
institutions it rest upon of well understood group of values, attltudes and practices.

Basically there are a number of determinants which governs democracy. Some
major determinants can briefly be stated as followk- |

i) Right and responsibilities :

In democracy, there are certain fundamental rights and responsibilities of the
people that can be enjoyed freely. The fundamental rights represents the fact that
the relationship of citizen and state is fundamental to democracy. In democracy, the
fundamental rights include freedom of speech and expression, freedom of asembly

and the right to equal prateetiombefore the low. ( PFCD?LQC'HM ) |

ii) Democratic e.lections :
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Democratic elections is another important constituent of democracy. Generally- d’LCbOW(
Serve as the principal mechanism for translating that consent into governmental
authority. Democratic elections are competitive in nature. The opposition parties
and candidates must enjoy the freedom of speech, assembly and movement necessary
to voice their criticisms of the government openly.

iii) Rule of law :

One of the important factor of democracy is considered as the rule of law.
Democracies have established the principle of the rule of law for rulers and citizens.

This law protects fundamental political, social and economic rights. Basically these
law imply no jndividual or wheather

ic .
law. Democrak, government exercise a
subject to the constrains of law.

president or private citizen stands above the
uthority by way of the law and are themselves

iv) Constitutionalism :

A constitution which states fundamantal obligations of the government and the

limitationfon the power of state is a vital institution for any democracy. A constitution

defineds the basic purposegand aspirations of society for the sake of the common
welfare of the people. All citizen are subject to the constitution of the nation that

stands as the suprime laws of the land. Constitutionalism{government must be couples
with clearly defined limits on the power of the government.

N crotic and
v) Pillars of government : Cru_co?ywsd "Bt Hhe dwoo\ecounfo\bu)

t}{e power o'f goven}.ment is devided so that the (C aruust Hhom |
legislature makes the laws the executive authority|quay independently. However in

. . puk  onal Hhe
most modern democratic states, these powers are over-laping and shared as much as odteta
. ’ vdic
they are saperated. Legislatures may attempt to manage programms through detailed Y ,tmd
. . : e : . o o opuwlert
regulations. Basically in constitutional democracies the executive authority is
organised either as a perliamentary system or presidencial system.

In a constitutional democracy,

vi) Free and independent media :

The elementy of democracy includes media like ratio and televisions, newspaper,
magazines, books and increasingly by news media such as internate and satellite
television, Whether web logs or printed books, the media in a democracy have a
number of overlaping but distinctife functions that remain fundamentally unchanged.
Media aad'is important constituant of free and independent media. The role of media
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themes?
TAXATION /

Even
%OC\L Lj
is important during election campaigns which serve as a powerful instruments in
thejactive role in public debet through editorials or investigative reporting.

vii) Political parties, interest groups and NGO :

Citizens cannot be required to take part in the political process, but without

citizen action democracy will weak. The right of individuals to associateg freely

d to organised themselves as they see fit is fundamantal to democracy. Basically

political parties recruits, nominate and campain to elect public officials and draw

up policy programmes for the government. On the other hand a citizen of a democracy

must be a member of a number of private or volunteer organisations. All citizens

r e\/&”-y) recognise that gnergy democracy protects the rights of interest groups to organise
- and advocate for their causes .

viii) Civil-military relations :
In democracies, defens issues and threats to national security must be decided

by the people and acting through their elected representatives. Basically a
democracies military serve its nationg rather than leads it. Military leaders advice

elected leaders and carry out their decisions.
ix) The culture of democracy :
Democracy is no different and it is important to recognised that energy culture
have given their freedom. Basically in a democracy, education is a vital component
of any society where education and democratic values are directly related to each
other, Thus it can be stated that the rule of equality is the basic power ot‘a;deoeracy_ Alem oern cy
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3. Briefly discuss the measures of the relationship between democracy and
economic growth of a country.

Ans : Democracy generally includes the rights to vote, to be elected and to form
political parties. It also includes the freedom of political competition, Generally it
is a form of public virtue, not the only one but the relation of democracy to other
public virtues. There are some important indices to measure the relationship between
democracyand economic growth of a country which can be stated as follows —

i)  One of the important measure of the democracy with economic growth is
the freedom house index. This index provides a data set from 1972 to

1995 which applies the political rights and civil liberties as the indicator
of democracy.

ii) Another important indicator is considered as Ballen index which provides
a data set for 1960, 1965 and 1980. It use the some varibles as the freedom
house index. It basically defines authoritarian and democratic regimes.

iii) Third important measure is considered as Gurr’s polity index. It includes
mainly four variables pf'measure democracy which are competitiveness
of political perticipation, Competitiveness of executive recruitment,
openness of executive recruitment and existence of constrains on the chief.

iv) Another measure of democracy is the democratic accountability index. It
provides a set of data from 1984 to 2003. It always measures how
responsive a government is to its people. ‘

4. Briefly discuss the relationship between democracy and economic growth.

Ans : It recent years, the relationship between democracy and economic growth has
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attracted substantial attention. Ther
between democracy and economic
and findings. some writers claim t
and others argue that economic gro

The relationship between democr
discussed as follows —

e arises a controvercy wh%her the relationshi.p
growth is close with contradictory hypothesis
hat democracy hinders economic development
wth is improved due to democratic functioning.
acy and economic development can briefly be

1) Direct relationship between democracy and economic development :

Basically there exists direct relationship between democracy and economic
development in a less develop country like India. The direct relationship consists of
two perspective which are the compatibility and the conflict perspective. The first
perspective argues that democracy promotes economic growth. Basically in less
develope countries, the democratic regives are appropreate to promote sustained
and equitable conomic growth. The logic behind if is that democratic process which

involve the existence and exercise of fundamantal ciwil liberties and political rights

N . .
can create social circutnstances which are very important for economic development.

Even democratic government tend to encourage and to prepare economic agents
like firms, entrepreneurs etc to exercise economic freedom. In addition, political
and economic freedom promotes property rights and market competition.

On the other hand the conflict perspective claims that democracy hinders
economic growth. Basically it can be stated that there is an indirect relationship

which accurs some channels like human capital, education, political stability and
investment that can affect economic development of the country.

ii) Indirect relationship between democracy and economic growth :

Democracy and economic growth have strong indirect relationship through some
channels. The first important channel through which democracy has an impact on
economic growth is human capital. Democracies are responsive to the basic needs
of citizens and tend to choose policies to promote human capital formation. [t have
direct effect on life expectency and educational opportunities. The ris

among rich countries improves secondary education and thus it incr
growth.

e in democracy
€ases economic

Democracies allow the population to keep in check and control the quality of

policy making. It tends to be captured by interest groups whose demands increase
the size and range of government and thus affect economic development of the
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country.

But some writers argue that there is no systematic relationship between
democracy and economic development. A democratic system alone is not of a great
importance to give effect an economic development. Even prof. Amartya Sen claims
that democracy facilitates the rise of free people specially the entreprencur and
corporate managers. However if this condition is not achieved, it is not approprate
to relate democracy to economic development of the country\./
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