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Consequently, Rta finds a conspicuous place in the Mantras (Hymns). Expressions Like, ‘guardiang

of Rtz (Rtasyagopa) and ‘Practisers of Rta' (Rtayu) occur frequently in the deSf:ri.ptif)n of the gods. This
word originally meant uniformly of nature or the ordered course of things such as in indicated by the regular
alter nation of day and night, while in Mantras is not only bears this significance but also the additional
one of 'moral order'. The Vedic gods are accordingly to by viewed not only as the maintainers of cosmic
order but also as upholders of moral law. This equal responsibility of divinity for the maintenance of
cosmic as well as moral order is particularly dear in the conception of Varuna. He represents the sky and
is the God of heavenly light. He is described as having fixed the laws of the physical universe which no

one can violate.
The great importance given to Rta in the Vedas can be appreciated from the description of there laws

in Rxgveda 1-75-5 where it says, "ritam satyam vijnani" which would literally mean knowing of truth,
which is Rta, Is the only true knowledge. There laws are part of Vedic higher knowledge. According to
;hielse l?ws t;ne is onlg ﬁ? to do any action if he obeys and follow these commands of the God and without
ollowing them no individual can seek Moksha-the state of eternal bliss, It is th
the abode of God and avoid rebirth in the phenomenal world . 20 e T
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The Divine and the Human Realms
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w of morality and right eousness as well
y . Even the gods cannot transgress it. We see in the conception
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of Rta a development from the physical to the divine. Rta originally meant the “established route of the
world, of the sun, moon and stars, morning and evening, day and night”, Gradually it became the path
of morality to be followed by man and the law of righteousness observed even by gods. “The dawn
follows the path of Rta, the right path; as if she knew them before. She never oversteps the regions. The
sun follows the path of Rta”, The whole universe is founded on Rta and moves in it. This conception of
Rta reminds us of words worth’s invocation to duty.

What law is in the physical world, that virtue is in the moral world. The Greek conception of the
moral life as a harmony or an ordered whole is suggested here. Varupa who was first the keeper of the
physical Qrder, becomes the custodian of the moral order, Rtasya gopa and the punisher of sin. The
prayer to the gods is in many cases for keeping us in the right path. “O Indra, lead us on the path of Rta,
on the right path over all evils.”

So soon as the conception of Rta was recognised there was a change in the nature of gods. The world
is no more a chaos representing the blind fury of chance elements, but is the working of a harmonious
purpose. This faith gives us solace and security whenever unbelief tempts us and confidence in ourselves

_is shattered. Whatever might happen, we feel that there is a law of righteousness in the moral world
answering to the beautiful order of nature. As sure as the sun rises tomorrow virtue will triumph. Rta
can be trusted.

Mitra is the companion of Varuna and is generally invoked along with him. He represents sometimes
the sun and sometimes the light. He is also an all-seeing, truth-loving god. Mitra and Varuna and joint-
keepers of the Rta and forgivers of sin. Gradually, Mitra comes to be associated with the morning light
and Varuna with the night-sky. Varuna and Mitra are called the Adityas, or the sons of Aditi, along with
Aryaman and Bhaga. '

Features of Rta

Yajur Veda says that we get true knowledge of these cosmic laws from seven forces of the nature, ie.,
the Sun, Moon, Firament, Waters, Clouds, Fire and Earth.

It has been also said that by following these laws, you remain away from misery. These laws are
regarded as part of Vedic higher knowledge. The Vedic dharma is entirely based on Rta. An ideal and
noble living is based on Rta.

The lovers of wisdom is needed for the study of Rta. Rta is also known as Vratani. Dualist like
dvaita Vedantist also advises that human beings should find more and more Rta because these cosmic
laws will guide the individuals towards of path of material wealth and Moksha.

By following Rta, the entire mankind on this Earth can live as friends and even as spiritual brothers
and sisters in harmony and unity. Each Vedic Rta is regarded as complete in itself. These are for once
and ever. If any Rta is different for different periods of history then, it is not regarded as Rta.

The ancient seers had created symbolic and innocent mythology for conveying the message of
“follow Rta and assist your supreme father as the formless and ineffable Brahma and supreme mother as

' the divine Prakrit”.
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within it the different strata of thought.
Origin of the Vedas

ur Vedas are collectivel: ,kmwnu * of which the first three Vedas
ama Veda and Ydjur Vcda agrcc in form, language and content,

Structure of tbe Vedas
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text 1s a reduced version of the Rig Veda. As Vedic Sch olar David Frawley puts
da is the song or the meaning, if Rig Veda is the knowledge,
da is her husband.

- ownj Hence, its
e Rig Veda is the word, Sama Ve
Sama Veda is its realization, if Rig Veda is the wife, the Sama Ve

The Yajur Veda |
The Yajur Veda is also a liturgical collection and was made to megt the demands of a c.efrefnlonéz
religion. The Yajur Veda practically served as a guidebook for the priests v.vhc') execute sacri 1lcna ;,an
muttering simultaneously the prose prayers and the sacrificial formul.ac? (’yajus ). There ra;l/;e.no essi e
six complete recessions of Yajur Veda — Madyandina, Kanva, Taittiriya, Kathaka, aitrayan

Kapishthala.

The Atharva Veda s
The last of the Vedas, this is completely different from the other .three Vedas apd is next 11}11 nnpo;t::(:;
to Rig-Veda with regard to history and sociology. A different spirit pervades this Veda. Itsvycrinns o
a more diverse character than the Rig Veda and are also simpler 1n l.anguage. The Atparva_ eda co

of spells and charms prevalent at its time, and portrays a clearer picture of the Vedic society.
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